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UNCLASSIFIED ANKARA 1953 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, MILL TU, GR 

SUBJECT: GOT PUBLIC COMMENTARY ON TURKISH AEGEAN MANEUVERS 

REF: (A) ANKARA 1881 (141415Z MAR 77); (B) ANKARA 1909 
(151405Z MAR 77) 

1 . TURKEY'S SCHEDULED MARCH 21-28 AIR AND SEA AEGEAN 
EXERCISES, AND THE CURRENT CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING THEM. 
PROMPTED A STATEMENT FROM THE MFA AND A COMMENT FROM 
PRIMIN DEMIREL MARCH 15. 

2. THE MFA STATEMENT POINTED OUT THAT NOTICES TO AIRMEN 

AND MARINERS HAD BEEN PUBLISHED IN ACCORDANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL 
AGREEMENTS AND THAT "SUCH EXERCISES HELD IN INTERNATIONAL 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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WATERS AND AIRSPACE ARE IN NO WAY CONTRARY TO THE RULES OF 
INTERNATIONAL LAW. FOR THIS REASON, ALLEGATIONS MADE ABOUT 
THE ROUTINE EXERCISES IN QUESTION ARE COMPLETELY UNFOUNDED." 

3. DEMIREL, SPEAKING WITH A REPORTER FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN 
NEWS AGENCY, STATED THAT IT WAS "OUT OF THE QUESTION" TO 
POSTPONE THE MANEUVERS BECAUSE "TURKEY DOES NOT ASK ANYONE’S 
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PERMISSION FOR WHAT IT DOES". HE ADDED. "TURKEY HAS THE 

RIGHT TO CONDUCT EXERCISES IN THE AEGEAN AND WILL NOT RENOUNCE 

ITS RIGHTS." 

MACOMB ER 
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